[Thoracic malignancies in patients with chronic tuberculous empyema].
To clarify features of thoracic malignancies occurred in patients with chronic tuberculous empyema. We analyzed clinicopathological data of 15 patients with thoracic malignancies who had chronic tuberculous empyema, encountered at Tokyo National Hospital during the period from 1977 to 2002. There were 13 men and 2 women, with a mean age of 67 years. Most of all (13/15) patients had history of surgery for tuberculosis including artificial pneumothorax (9 cases). Malignancies consisted of pyothorax-associated lymphoma (PAL; 9 cases), lung cancer (4 cases), malignant fibrous histiocytoma (1 case), and angiosarcoma (1 case). There were no differences in background factors between PAL patients and the other patients. Common symptoms were chest pain (10 cases), fever (7 cases), and bloody sputum (4 cases) and it seemed that these symptoms were more evident in patients with PAL than in patients with other diseases. Plain chest X-ray films often failed to detect the tumor, and the diagnosis was often obtained by sputum cytology, bronchofiberscopy, transcutaneous biopsy, and resection with support of CT and/or MRI films. On radiographs, all tumors located in empyema cavities or around empyema walls, and a pulmonary mass adjacent to the empyema wall was characteristic of lung cancer. PAL showed certainly good outcome; 40% 5-year survival rate with resection or chemoradiotherapy. On the other hand, all of lung cancer cases were diagnosed at stage III, and had poor outcome, and the remaining patients with the other malignancies also had poor outcome. Clinicians should keep in mind occurrence of several thoracic malignancies during the follow-up of patients with chronic tuberculous empyema.